Feast of Victory Lutheran Church
4400 Mount Hope Rd., Acme, Ml 49610
feastofvictory.org
231-938-1070



Sunday, March 15, 2026
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Holy Communion

PREACHING/PRESIDING MINISTER, PASTOR HALEY VAY BEAMAN
ASSISTING MINISTER, CHRISTY PAWLOSKI
MUSICIAN, CLIFF KELTO

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.



For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN:
AS WE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE, ELW 522
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Tum our wor-ship in-to wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
e o -
5 . ] T >
+ r —1 } F i 1 f E'_F_
I : ! I — F_/
0 u " | I p— o o
)" . ] 1 | ozl I I ] “

I
I

help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let  our hearts and minds be stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is  strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho - ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - t'ry known.
may we still be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saints and an-gels to re - peat the  sound-ing joy.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts,
and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

"The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his
sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And
the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘| have come to sacrifice to
the Lord.” 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do,
and you shall anoint for me the one whom | name to you.” 4 Samuel did what
the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to
meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” °He said, “Peaceably. |
have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
8When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is
now before the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his
appearance or on the height of his stature, because | have rejected him, for
the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but
the Lord looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass
before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” ® Then Jesse
made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this
one.” 19 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” ' Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all
your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will



not sit down until he comes here.” '2He sent and brought him in. Now he was
ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and
anoint him, for this is the one.” > Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed
him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon
David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SENIOR CHOIR - Take Me Back to the Cross
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14

8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of
light, ®for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '° Try
to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. '" Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness; rather, expose them. '>For it is shameful even to mention what such
people do secretly, '3 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 4 for
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
NOISY OFFERING
The Noisy Offering supports the Community Needs Fund and we collect Pennies

from Heaven for ELCA World Hunger; these are collected in bread pans often by
our children serving in worship.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
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Gospel: John 9:141

The gospel for the Fourth Sunday in Lent is from the gospel according to St.
John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born

blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born
blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. * We must work the works of
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. °As long
as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.” ® When he had said this, he spat
on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s
eyes, " saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then
he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who
had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to
sit and beg?” ® Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is
someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” '°But they kept asking him, “Then
how were your eyes opened?” '" He answered, “The man called Jesus made
mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then | went
and washed and received my sight.” > They said to him, “Where is he?” He said,
“l do not know.”



13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. ' Now
it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '® Then
the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to
them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” '® Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?”
And they were divided. ' So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say
about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

8The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight '®and asked
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” 2O His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was
born blind, 2" but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents
said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 2> He
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that
though | was blind, now | see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How
did he open your eyes?” 2’ He answered them, “I have told you already, and you
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become
his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. 2° We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this
man, we do not know where he comes from.” 3 The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my
eyes. 3" We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one
who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not
from God, he could do nothing.” 3* They answered him, “You were born entirely in
sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 3¢ He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell
me, so that | may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and
the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, | believe.” And he worshiped
him. 2° Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not
see may see and those who do see may become blind.” 4° Some of the



Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not
blind, are we?” 4! Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin.
But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON - Pastor Haley Vay Beaman



HYMN OF THE DAY:
WHEN WE MUST BEAR PERSISTENT PAIN, ACS 1014
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APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

After each petition, the congregation responds by saying "Receive our
prayer."

SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

THE OFFERING

Weekly giving may be placed in the round collection plate that is distributed by
our ushers. Thank you for your faithful giving that supports the ministry we share.

OFFERING MUSIC



OFFERTORY:
WE ARE AN OFFERING, ELW 692
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OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE



SANCTUS: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, ELW 692
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.



DISTRIBUTION

All are welcome to the table where we receive Christ’s Real Presence. Please
follow the directions of ushers and pastor for coming to the altar. If coming
forward is a challenge, please let an usher know so that we can meet you where
you are with Communion. If you wish to receive a blessing in place of bread,
please cross your arms over your chest so the pastor will know. Gluten-free
wafers are available, and you may indicate your preference to the pastor when
you come forward. Red wine and white grape juice are in the individual cups. As
you return to your seat, you will find a small basket on the table in which to place

your empty cup.

LAMB OF GOD, ELW 341
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bore all my sin, that I may live a-gain: the pre-cious Lamb of God.
you love me so, Lord, I shall nev-er know; the pre-cious Lamb of God.
cause of your grace 1 can fin - ish the race; the pre-cious Lamb of God.



COMMUNION HYMN:
LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, ELW 471
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BENEDICTION



SENDING HYMN:
BE THOU MY VISION, ELW 793, VERSES 1,2,4
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2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE




WELCOME TO FEAST OF VICTORY: If you are a guest, we invite you to please
sign your name and some form of contact info in our Guest Book, located on the
wall desk near the office door entrance, and join us for our fellowship time after
our worship service so that we can get to know one another. We are glad that
you are worshiping with us today either in person or on Zoom. If you would like to
speak with our Pastor, schedule a home visit, unite with our congregation, or
receive Holy Communion, please contact Pastor Haley Vay in our church office
(231-938-1070).

PRAYER REQUESTS AND WELCOME CARDS: As Jesus welcomes us and
prays for us, so we also welcome and pray for one another. There are Prayer
Request and Welcome Cards located on the table to the left as you enter the
front doors of the building. If you have a prayer request, please fill out a card and
give it to the Assisting Minister or Pastor if you would like your prayer read aloud
in worship, or to Pastor if your request is confidential. If you are
visiting...welcome! Please consider filling out a Welcome Card and place it in the
offering plate or give it to our Pastor, so that we may stay connected.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated each Sunday. We
believe that Jesus is really present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. It
is Jesus who serves us, bringing us forgiveness of sins, faith and new life, and
hope for eternal life. All are welcome to receive the gift of faith and forgiveness
that Jesus offers. Please let the Pastor know if you would prefer gluten-free
bread, and if you prefer white grape juice instead of wine.

WAYS TO GIVE: We are thankful for the financial support we receive to carry out
God's mission and ministry in the life of our congregation and the wider church. If
you are able and would like to contribute, we welcome and encourage you to do
so by using any of the following ways to give:

1. Go to www.feastofvictory.org/give, or visit our website and click the "Give"
button to set up a one-time or recurring gift either by credit or debit card or by
electronic transfer from your checking account.

2. Mail a check to Feast of Victory Lutheran Church.

3. Place your offering in the round plates distributed by our ushers.

We give thanks to God for your gifts that support the ministry we share.



http://www.feastofvictory.org/give

FELLOWSHIP AFTER OUR WORSHIP SERVICE: Special time has been set
aside each Sunday following worship for refreshments and conversation. We
welcome and encourage you to stay and connect in faith community.

NURSERY AVAILABLE: We have a nursery available for parents and small
children. It is located in the last room on the right of the main hallway.

STAY CONNECTED on Facebook @FeastOfVictoryELCA and check out what's
happening, ways to get involved, and watch recordings of worship on our
website: www.feastofvictory.org. You may also pick up a copy of our Church
Newsletter, “Feast Your Eyes” at the welcome table.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School for children takes place during worship after
the Children’s message. Teachers will lead children to our fellowship hall for a
lesson and activity, then return to the sanctuary for Communion. Please be
mindful that children age 3 and under, or those not yet toilet trained, will need to
be accompanied by a parent or guardian.

HEARING ASSIST: If using a hearing assistance device would make worship

more accessible for you, please visit our AV room located just outside the
sanctuary and we will gladly help you get connected.
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Presiding/Preaching Minister: Pastor Haley Vay Beaman
Assisting Minister: Christy Pawloski

Acolyte: Grant Wilson

Musician: Cliff Kelto

Reader: Caylyn Moglia

Greeters: Denny & Lori Bariz

Ushers: Denny & Lori Bariz

Communion: Doug Satow

AV Operator: Cameron Darling

Coffee Host: Kathie & Stu Kogge

Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and sundaysandseasons.com, ©
2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Words and Music Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-724706.
All rights reserved.
Annual License, Category B

Feast of Victory Lutheran Church
PO Box 298
ACME, Michigan 49610
(231) 938-1070
office@feastofvictory.org
www.feastofvictory.org



mailto:office@feastofvictory.
mailto:office@feastofvictory.
http://www.feastofvictory.org/

