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Sunday, May 4, 2025 
Third Sunday of Easter / 30 Years on Mount Hope  
Holy Communion 
 
PREACHING MINISTER, PASTOR JIM KOCHER 
PRESIDING MINISTER, PASTOR HALEY VAY BEAMAN 
ASSISTING MINISTER, CHRISTY PAWLOSKI 
MUSICIAN, CLIFF KELTO 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

Bell Choir with Organ, Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, ELW 858 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
  

In the name of ☩ the One 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 
Amen. 
  
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, 
and called to live the baptized life, 
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving. 
 
Holy God, 
we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that make a people your own, 
that restore to wholeness, 
and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 
 



We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that strengthen believers 
and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 
waters that extend your boundless love 
and cross barriers of our own making. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that open the hearts of believers 
and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 
waters that set your people on a new path, 
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 
Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, 
that our every day is shaped by these waters 
that give us our very lives in you. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 
Amen. 
 
 
  



GATHERING HYMN: 
ALL ARE WELCOME, ELW 641 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
 
 
 
  



THIS IS THE FEAST 
 
 
  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud 
your majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to 
us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
First Reading: Acts 9:1-6 [7-20] 
 
 1 Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went 
to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so 
that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring 
them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and approaching 
Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the 
ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you 
are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are 
to do.” [7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they 
heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his 
eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought 
him into Damascus. 9 For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor 
drank. 
  10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to 
him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to 
him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look 
for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12 and he has 
seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that 
he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from 
many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in 
Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who 
invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom 
I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people 
of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my 
name.” 17 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and 
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has 
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 



Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight 
was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, 
he regained his strength. 
 
  For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and immediately 
he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”] 
 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm:  Psalm 30 
 
The psalm is sung responsively. The congregation sings the verses in bold print.  

1 I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lift- | ed me up 
  and have not let my enemies triumph | over me. 
2 O Lord my God, I cried | out to you, 
  and you restored | me to health. 
 

3 You brought me up, O Lord, | from the dead; 
  you restored my life as I was going down | to the grave. 
4 Sing praise to the Lord, | all you faithful; 
  give thanks in ho- | ly remembrance.  
 

5 God’s wrath is short; God’s favor | lasts a lifetime. 
  Weeping spends the night, but joy comes | in the morning. 
6 While I felt se- | cure, I said, 
  “I shall never | be disturbed. 
 

7 You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong | as the mountains.” 
  Then you hid your face, and I was | filled with fear. 
8 I cried to | you, O Lord; 
  I pleaded with | my Lord, saying, 
 

  



9 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down | to the pit? 
 Will the dust praise you or de- | clare your faithfulness? 
10 Hear, O Lord, and have mer- | cy upon me; 
  O Lord, | be my helper.”  
 

11 You have turned my wailing | into dancing; 
  you have put off my sackcloth and clothed | me with joy. 
12 Therefore my heart sings to you | without ceasing; 
  O Lord my God, I will give you | thanks forever.  
 
Second Reading: Revelation 5:11-14 
 
11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands, 12 singing with full voice, 
 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 
 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
 and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 
the sea, and all that is in them, singing, 
 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
 be blessing and honor and glory and might 
 forever and ever!” 
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and 
worshiped. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
NOISY OFFERING  
 

 
The Noisy Offering supports the Community Needs Fund and we collect Pennies 
from Heaven for ELCA World Hunger; these are collected in bread pans often by 
our children serving in worship. 

 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 

 
Gospel: John 21:1-19 
 
The gospel for the Third Sunday of Easter is from the gospel according to St. 
John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 1 After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again 
to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this 
way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, 
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 
disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We 
will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 
nothing. 
  4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know 
that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” 
They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the 
boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul 
it in because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to 
Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on 
some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the other 
disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from 
the land, only about a hundred yards off. 
  9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, 
and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just 



caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large 
fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was 
not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the 
disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the 
Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same 
with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples 
after he was raised from the dead. 
  15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to 
him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third 
time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to 
him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very 
truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to 
go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, 
and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not 
wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify 
God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – Pastor Jim Kocher 
  



HYMN OF THE DAY: 
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, IN EVERY AGE, ELW 729 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
After each petition, the congregation responds by saying "Receive our 
prayer." 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
Weekly giving may be placed in the round collection plate that is distributed by 
our ushers. Thank you for your faithful giving that supports the ministry we share. 
 
 
  



OFFERING MUSIC 
 

OFFERTORY:  
LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL, ELW 184 

 
 
  



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Risen One, 
you have gathered us around your table of grace 
along with these gifts we bring. 
Come among us again, 
breathe your life into us, 
and enliven us with this meal, 
that we may live as your risen body in the world. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 



SANCTUS: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
  



DISTRIBUTION 
 
All are welcome to the table where we receive Christ’s Real Presence. Please 
follow the directions of ushers and pastor for coming to the altar. If coming 
forward is a challenge, please let an usher know so that we can meet you where 
you are with Communion. If you wish to receive a blessing in place of bread, 
please cross your arms over your chest so the pastor will know. Gluten-free 
wafers are available, and you may indicate your preference to the pastor when 
you come forward. Red wine and white grape juice are in the individual cups. As 
you return to your seat, you will find a small basket on the table in which to place 
your empty cup. 
 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS: 
HOW GREAT THOU ART, ELW 856 

 
 



 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
  



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE: 
THANKFUL HEARTS AND VOICES RAISE, ELW 207 

 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Living One, 
in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 
Send us now to tell of your wonders, 
sing of your glory, 
and proclaim your risen life 
to a wounded and weary world. 
Amen. 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
  



SENDING HYMN:  
THINE IS THE GLORY, ELW 376 

 
  



MEAL BLESSING 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, and let these gifts to us be blessed.  
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 



WELCOME TO FEAST OF VICTORY: If you are a guest, we invite you to 
please sign your name and some form of contact info in our Guest Book, 
located on the wall desk near the office door entrance, and join us for our 
fellowship time after our worship service so that we can get to know one 
another. We are glad that you are worshiping with us today either in person or 
on Zoom. If you would like to speak with our Pastor, schedule a home visit, unite 
with our congregation, or receive Holy Communion, please contact Pastor Haley 
Vay in our church office (231-938-1070). 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS AND WELCOME CARDS: As Jesus welcomes us and 
prays for us, so we also welcome and pray for one another. There are Prayer 
Request and Welcome Cards located on the table to the left as you enter the 
front doors of the building. If you have a prayer request, please fill out a card 
and give it to the Assisting Minister or Pastor if you would like your prayer read 
aloud in worship, or to Pastor if your request is confidential. If you are 
visiting...welcome! Please consider filling out a Welcome Card and place it in 
the offering plate or give it to our Pastor, so that we may stay connected.  
 
STAY CONNECTED on Facebook @FeastOfVictoryELCA and check out what’s 
happening, ways to get involved, and watch recordings of worship on our 
website: www.feastofvictory.org. You may also pick up a copy of our Church 
Newsletter, “Feast Your Eyes” at the welcome table. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated each Sunday. We 
believe that Jesus is really present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. It 
is Jesus who serves us, bringing us forgiveness of sins, faith and new life, and 
hope for eternal life. All are welcome to receive the gift of faith and forgiveness 
that Jesus offers. Please let the Pastor know if you would prefer gluten-free 
bread, and if you prefer white grape juice instead of wine. 
 
FELLOWSHIP AFTER OUR WORSHIP SERVICE: Special time has been set 
aside each Sunday following worship for refreshments and conversation. We 
welcome and encourage you to stay and connect in faith community. 
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE: We have a nursery available for parents and small 
children. It is located in the last room on the right of the main hallway. 

http://www.feastofvictory.org/


Preaching Minister: Pastor Jim Kocher 
Presiding Minister: Pastor Haley Vay Beaman 
Assisting Minister: Christy Pawloski 
Acolyte: Caylyn Moglia 
Musician: Cliff Kelto 
Reader: Rena Rudkin 
Greeters: Jean Friday, Tom Hurshman & Doug Satow 
Ushers: Matt Pawloski, Tom Hurshman & Doug Satow 
Communion: Dale Claudepierre 
AV Operator: Melissa Bullard  
Counter: Jean Friday  
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s altar flowers are given by Pastor Haley Vay and Bryn Beaman to 

the glory of God and in honor of the best little church in Northern 
Michigan.  
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