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Sunday, January 21, 2024
Third Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Communion

PREACHING/PRESIDING MINISTER, PASTOR RUTH OVERDIER
ASSISTING MINISTER, CHRISTY PAWLOSKI
MUSICIAN, CLIFF KELTO

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters

and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.



By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN:
RISE, SHINE, YOU PEOPLE!, ELW 665

our hu-man sto -ry; God in him 1is cen - tered.
he  brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing.
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how he sends the pow’rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e - brate; your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent the Son to save us.
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He comes to

Spir - it calls from ev-’ry na - tion God’s new cre

- a - tion.

All men and
your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing. To all the
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us. Tell how the
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us, by death and sin sur-round -ed, with grace un - bound-ed.
wom - en, who by guilt are driv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je -sus” glo - ry.




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. And al

so, with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
LIGHT DAWNS ON A WEARY WORLD, ELW 726
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1 Light dawns on a wea -1y world when eyes be - gin to
2 Love grows in a wea -1y world when hun - gry hearts find
3 Hope blooms in a wea -1y world when crea-tures, once for -
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see all peo - ple’s dig - ni - ty Light dawns on a
brecad  and chil - dren’s dreams are  fed. Love grows in a
lorn, find wil - der - ness re - born. Hope blooms in a
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wea - 1y  world: the prom-ised day of jus - tice comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised feast of plen - ty comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised green of E - den comes.
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The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs;
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the hills and moun-tains shall break forth with sing - ing!
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We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace,
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as all the world in won-der ech - oes sha - lom.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, ?“Get up, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that | tell you.” 3So Jonah
set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh
was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. *Jonah began to go into
the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh
shall be overthrown!” >And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed
a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them;
and he did not do it.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 62:5-12

The psalm is sung responsively. The congregation sings the verses in bold print.
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5For God alone | I wait in silence; truly, my hope ! is in God.

6God alone is my rock and | my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall
nev- | er be shaken.



’In God is my deliverance | and my honor; God is my strong rock | and my refuge.

8Put your trust in God al-  ways, O people, pour out your hearts before the
one who !is our refuge.

9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be
trusted. Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath.

10pyt no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride; though wealth
increase, set not your ! heart upon it.

11God has spoken once, twice | have | heard it, that power be- | longs to God.

12Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord, for you repay all according ! to
their deeds.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even
those who have wives be as though they had none, *%and those who mourn as
though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 3!and those
who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present
form of this world is passing away.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le - Iu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - Tu - 1a.

GOSPEL

The gospel for the Third Sunday after Epiphany is from the gospel according to
St. Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God, *®and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother
Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. ’And Jesus said
to them, “Follow me and | will make you fish for people.” 12And immediately
they left their nets and followed him. 1°As he went a little farther, he saw James
son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the
nets. 29Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the
boat with the hired men, and followed him.-- Mark 1:14-20

The gospel of our Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON - PASTOR RUTH OVERDIER



HYMN OF THE DAY:
THERE'S A WIDENESS IN GOD'S MERCY, ELW 588
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 "Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in  God’sjus - tice which is more than 1lib - er - ty.
there is mer -cy with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg -er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’'n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;
But we make this love too nar - row by false lim -its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-mi - fy its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.




APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

After each petition, the words " God of mercy" are said. The congregation
responds to these words by saying "Receive our prayer."

THE OFFERING

Noisy Offering:
Supports: Community Need Fund & Christ-Sudanese Mission Support

Pennies from Heaven:
Supports: ELCA World Hunger

OFFERING MUSIC
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OFFERTORY:

LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL, ELW 184
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Let the vine-yards  be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, Holy One,
for all good things come from you.
In bread and cup you open heaven to us.
Meet us at this table,
that we receive what we seek
and follow your Son, Jesus,
in whose name we pray.

Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
SANCTUS
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Ho-1ly, ho -1ly, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.
Come and see.

DISTRIBUTION

All are welcome to the table where we receive Christ’s Real Presence. Please
follow the directions of ushers and pastor for coming to the altar. If you wish to
receive a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest so the pastor will
know. Gluten-free wafers are available, and you may indicate your preference
to the pastor when you come forward. Red wine and white grape juice are in
the individual cups. As you return to your seat, you will find a small basket on
the table in which to place your empty cup.
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LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

14



COMMUNION HYMN:
TAKE, OH, TAKE ME AS | AM, ELW 814
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Take, oh, take me as 1 am; sum-mon out what I shall be;
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set your seal up-on my heart and live in
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Giver of every gift,

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.

Raise us to life by your power

for the benefit of all and to your glory,
now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING
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SENDING HYMN:
| WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT, ELW 815
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1 I want to walk as a  child of the want to
2 1 want to see . . . the bright-ness of want to
3 I'm look-ing for... the com-ing of want to
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fol - low Je - sus. God set the stars to give
look  at Je - sus. Clear Sun of  righ-teous-ness,
be with  Je - sus. When we have run. ... with
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa - tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is our light!

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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WELCOME TO FEAST OF VICTORY: If you are a guest, please sign your
name and some form of contact info in our Guest Book, located on the wall
desk near the office door entrance, and join us for our fellowship time after our
worship service so that we can get to know one another. We are glad that you
are worshiping with us today!

WORSHIP NOTES: We are grateful for your presence with us, either in-person
or by Zoom, and your commitment to worship God and partake of the Holy
Supper. Masks are available but no longer required. Thanks!

You can watch recordings of worship on our website: www.feastofvictory.org

You may use our free Wi-Fi network from the parking lot during the week. Our
Wi-Fi network name is ‘fov(space)guest’; the password ‘is also
fov(space)guest’.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated each Sunday. We
believe that Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. It
is Jesus who serves us, bringing us forgiveness of sins, faith and new life, and
hope for eternal life. All are welcome to receive the gift of faith and forgiveness
that Jesus offers. Infants and children are welcome at the table and will receive
a blessing. Please let the pastor know if you need gluten-free bread, and if for
any reason you cannot receive wine, grape juice (white) is available.

If you are one of our “Zoomies”, please let us know when you need more
packets of communion elements from the church. If you are unable to attend
worship and would like a visit, or to receive Holy Communion, please contact
Jean Friday (231-631-2974) or the church office (231-938-1070) and we will
arrange it.

FELLOWSHIP AFTER OUR WORSHIP SERVICE: Special time has been set
aside after the service for coffee, juice, treats and conversation. Please plan to
make this part of your Sunday morning activities and stay in touch with your
"Feast Family”. Our Zoomies often have fellowship after the worship service
with coffee and conversation, too. You are invited to participate in these
important human connections!

NURSERY AVAILABLE: We have a nursery available for parents and small

children. It is located in the last room on the right of the main hallway.
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http://www.feastofvictory.org/

Presiding Minister: Pastor Ruth Overdier
Assisting Minister: Christy Pawloski
Musician: Clilff Kelto

Reader: Pam Mitchell

Greeters: Jean Friday & Tom Hurshman
Ushers: Jean Friday & Tom Hurshman
Communion: Kris Hendrickson

Zoom Operator: Dale Claudepierre

Coffee Host: Jean Friday & Tom Hurshman
Counter: Jean Friday

Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and sundaysandseasons.com, ©
2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Words and Music Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-724706.

All rights reserved.
Annual License, Category B

Feast of Victory Lutheran Church....PO Box 298.... ACME, Michigan 49610...

(231) 938-1070
office@feastofvictory.net www.feastofvictory.org
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