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Sunday, December 31%, 2023
Lessons and Carols, Service of the Word

Preaching & Presiding Minister, Pastor Haley Vay Beaman
Assisting Minister, Christy Pawloski
Organist, Margaret VanDenBerg

PRELUDE

WELCOME




GATHERING HYMN: Joy to the World,
ELW 267, Verses 1 & 2
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sing, and heav’'n, and heav’n and na - ture  sing.

joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.

found, far as, far as the curse is found.

love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
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THE INVOCATION (based on Psalm 98)
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Sing to God something brand new!

: For God has done wonderful things!

God has not forgotten to love us all!

: Even the ends of the earth have heard!

Make a joyful noise!

: Break forth in song!

With strings and horns,
Sing praise to the Holy One!
With the roaring sea and everything in it!

: With all the land and everything in it!

The floods clap their hands.

: The hills sing for joy.

Thank God! God is coming to set everything right:

: Justice for everyone, everything fair.

Sing to God something brand new!

: For God has done wonderful things!

P: Let us pray: Holy God, with Mary and Joseph we celebrate the birth of your beloved
son. Give us hearts as humble as Jesus’ birth, that we might be moved by the wonders
of this precious gift. In Jesus’ name,

Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Angels, from the Realms of Glory,
ELW 275, Verses 1 & 3
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- gels from the realms of glo-ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Shep herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
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3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions,bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;
4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto -ry, now pro-claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
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You may be seated



FIRST READING: The Mystery of the Incarnation John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was

God. ?He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being %in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people. °The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.

®There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ’He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world.

OHe was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. 'He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept

him. *2But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, 3who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of
man, but of God.

4And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



CAROL: O Come, All Ye Faithful,
ELW 283, Verses 1,2 & 4
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I O come all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - Iy, light of light e¢ - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of  an - gels, sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be ... glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:

Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:

Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - wmus, ve - ni -1te a-do - re - mus,

O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!




SECOND READING: God’s Promise to Abraham Genesis 12:1-5a

Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your
father's house to the land that | will show you. 2l will make of you a great nation, and |
will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless
those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed."

4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he departed from Haran. >Abram took his wife Sarai and his
brother's son Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons
whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



CAROL: Once in Royal David’s City, ELW 269
Soloists, Christy Pawloski and Haley Vay Beaman sing Verses 1 & 2
Congregation joins in singing Verses 3 & 4
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is God and Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a  stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’na - bove;
we shall see him; but in  heav -en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth  our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil-dren on to the place wherehe 1is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath-er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
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THIRD READING: God Promises a King

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness —

on them light has shined.

3You have multiplied the nation,

you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you

as with joy at the harvest,

as people exult when dividing plunder.
4For the yoke of their burden,

and the bar across their shoulders,

the rod of their oppressor,

you have broken as on the day of Midian.
>For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood

shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

5For a child has been born for us,

a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders;

and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

"His authority shall grow continually,

and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 9:2-7



CAROL: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,
ELW 270
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1 Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last-ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’'n- born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun  of righ-teous-ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late  in time  be-hold him come,  off-spring of a  vir-gin's womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ri¢’n with heal - ing in his wings.

fil -

T
1T

98—

4 o o

Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with  an-gel - ic  hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us o dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raisc cach child of carth, born to give us scc-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”




FOURTH READING: The King Will Come from Bethlehem

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,

who are one of the little clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me

one who is to rule in Israel,

whose origin is from of old,

from ancient days.

3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return

to the people of Israel.

4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;

>and he shall be the one of peace.

If the Assyrians come into our land

and tread upon our soil,

we will raise against them seven shepherds

and eight installed as rulers.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Micah 5:2-5



CAROL: O Little Town of Bethlehem,
ELW 279, Verses 1 & 4
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1 O Iit - tle town of Beth-le - hem, how still we see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-ly, how  si-lent-ly the won -drous gift is giv'n!
4 O ho - ly child of Beth-le - hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
(0] morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ecar may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad td - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!
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FIFTH READING: The Annunciation to Mary Luke 1:26-38

26|n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, 2’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 2And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored
one! The Lord is with you.” 2°But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. 3°The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God. 3'And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 3*Mary
said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?” 3°The angel said to her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 3®And now, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for
her who was said to“be barren. 3’For nothing will be impossible with God.” 3Then Mary
said, “Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”
Then the an“el departed from her.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

CAROL: The Annunciation and Magnificat, Holden Evening Prayer,
Soloists, Haley Vay Beaman and Christy Pawloski



SIXTH READING: The Birth of Jesus Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. >He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ®*While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. ’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
theinn.

Word of God. Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.
CAROL: Away in a Manger, ELW 277
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I A - way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing; the ba-by a - wakes, but  lit - tle Lord
3 Be mnear me,Lord Je-sus; I ask you to stay close by me [for -
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Je - sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry -ing he makes. I  love you, Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.

down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten - der care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.
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SEVENTH READING: The Shepherds Go to See the Savior Luke 2:8-20

8 n that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. 1°But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid;
for see — | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 'to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." *And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,

4"Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

BWhen the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us." *6So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the child lying in the manger. ¥When they saw this, they made known what had
been told them about this child; 8and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. °But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. 2°The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

THE OFFERING



OFFERING CAROL: The First Noel,

ELW 300, Verses 1,2,5
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say  was to
2 They look - ed up and saw .. a star  shin-ing
3 And by the light of that . . same star  three . .
4 This star drew near to the north - west, oO’er . .
5 Then en - tered in those wise. . men three, full . .
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cer-tain poor shep - herds in fields as they lay; in fields  where
in... the -east be - yond . . them far; and to the
wise. . men came .. from coun - try far; to seek for a
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they lay, keep - ing their sheep, on a cold win-ter’s

earth it gave . . . great light, and . . so it  con

king was their . .. in - tent, and to  fol - low the

did both stop and stay right.. o - ver the

there in his . pres - ence their . . gold,. . . . and
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night that was so deep. f

tin-ued both day and night.

star wher - ev - er it went. No - el No - el No

place where Je - sus lay.

myrrth, and frank - in - cense.
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Please Stand

OFFERTORY HYMN: Go Tell It On the Mountain,

ELW 290
Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ry - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,

2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the -earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance,

receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels,

and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world

the abundance of your grace upon grace,
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

After each petition, the words, “God of mercy” are said. The congregation responds to
these words by saying “Receive our prayer.”

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING



HYMN: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice,

ELW 288
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is  born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ  was born to save!
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he is in
we are blest

be - fore him bow, and
o - pened heav-en’s door, and

the man-ger now.
for - ev - er-more.

Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev_-_er - last-ing hall
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born  to save!
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DISMISSAL
A: Glory to God in the highest heaven!
C: Peace to God’s people on earth!
A: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



WELCOME TO FEAST OF VICTORY: If you are a guest, please sign your name and some
form of contact info in our Guest Book, located on the wall desk near the office door
entrance. We are glad that you are worshiping with us today! You are welcome and
invited to the Fellowship Hall for refreshments following worship.

Presiding Minister: Pastor Haley Vay Beaman
Musician: Margaret VanDenBerge

Greeters: Jean Friday & Tom Hurshman
Ushers: Jean Friday & Tom Hurshman

Zoom Operator: Dale Claudepierre

Counter: Jean Friday & Paul Fretheim

Coffee Host: Christy Pawloski
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