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Sunday, September 27, 2026  
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Holy Communion 
 
PRESIDING/PREACHING MINISTER, PASTOR HALEY VAY BEAMAN 
ASSISTING MINISTER, CHRISTY PAWLOSKI 
MUSICIAN, MARGARET VANDENBERGE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

TEMPLE TALK- Doug Satow 

PRELUDE  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 



Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 
  



GATHERING HYMN:  
FOR THE FRUIT OF ALL CREATION, ELW 679 

 
 
 
 
 

  



GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
  



THIS IS THE FEAST 
 
 
 
  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and 
guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

 
1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb 
shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of 
the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins 
who shall die. 
  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is 
my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn 
away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the 
iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn 
away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, 
they shall save their life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 
29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, 
are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 
ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; 
otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions 
that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death 
of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
  



Psalm: Psalm 25:1-9 
 
The psalm is read responsively. The congregation reads the verses in bold print.  
 
1 To | you, O Lord, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | 
put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 

3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are 
treacherous. 
 4 Show me your | ways, O Lord, 
  and teach | me your paths.  
 

5 Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I 
trusted all | the day long. 
 6 Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and 
love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. 
 

7 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my 
transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love 
and for the sake of your good- | ness, O Lord. 
 8 You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 

9 You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way.  
 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 
 
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility 



regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own 
interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, 
 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be grasped, 
 7 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  assuming human likeness. 
 And being found in appearance as a human, 
  8 he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every other name, 
 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with 
fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
NOISY OFFERING  
 
The Noisy Offering supports the Community Needs Fund and we collect Pennies 
from Heaven for ELCA World Hunger; these are collected in bread pans often by 
our children serving in worship. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 

 
The gospel for The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost is from the gospel 
according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask 
you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was 
it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ 
he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human 
origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you 
by what authority I am doing these things. 
 
  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he 



changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, 
and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of 
his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it 
you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – Pastor Haley Vay Beaman 
 
 
  



HYMN OF THE DAY: 
GOD, WHOSE GIVING KNOWS NO ENDING, ELW 678 

 
 
 
 

  



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
After each petition, the congregation responds by saying "Receive our 
prayer." 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
Weekly giving may be placed in the round collection plate that is distributed by 
our ushers. Thank you for your faithful giving that supports the ministry we share. 
 
OFFERING MUSIC 
 
  



OFFERTORY: 
LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL , ELW 181 

  



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and  praise.  

PREFACE 



SANCTUS: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 



DISTRIBUTION 
 
There is a place for you at the table where we receive Christ’s Real Presence. 
Please follow the directions of ushers and pastor for coming to the altar. If 
coming forward is a challenge, please let an usher know so that we can meet you 
where you are with Communion. If you wish to receive a blessing in place of 
bread, please cross your arms over your chest so the pastor will know. Gluten-
free wafers are available, and you may indicate your preference to the pastor 
when you come forward. Red wine and white grape juice are in the individual 
cups. As you return to your seat, you will find a small basket on the table in which 
to place your empty cup. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN: 
ALL WHO HUNGER, GATHER GLADLY, ELW 461 

 
 
 
  



POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 

 
May the Lord bless and keep you. 
May his face shine upon you, 
and be gracious, 
and give you peace. + 
Amen. 
 
  



SENDING HYMN: 
THE SPIRIT SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE, ELW 551 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 



WELCOME TO FEAST OF VICTORY: If you are a guest, we invite you to please 
sign your name and some form of contact info in our Guest Book, located on the 
wall desk near the office door entrance, and join us for our fellowship time after 
our worship service so that we can get to know one another. We are glad that 
you are worshiping with us today either in person or on Zoom. If you would like to 
speak with our Pastor, schedule a home visit, unite with our congregation, or 
receive Holy Communion, please contact Pastor Haley Vay in our church office 
(231-938-1070). 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS AND WELCOME CARDS: As Jesus welcomes us and 
prays for us, so we also welcome and pray for one another. There are Prayer 
Request and Welcome Cards located on the table to the left as you enter the 
front doors of the building. If you have a prayer request, please fill out a card and 
give it to the Assisting Minister or Pastor if you would like your prayer read aloud 
in worship, or to Pastor if your request is confidential. If you are 
visiting...welcome! Please consider filling out a Welcome Card and place it in the 
offering plate or give it to our Pastor, so that we may stay connected.  
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated each Sunday. We 
believe that Jesus is really present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. It 
is Jesus who serves us, bringing us forgiveness of sins, faith and new life, and 
hope for eternal life. All are welcome to receive the gift of faith and forgiveness 
that Jesus offers. Please let the Pastor know if you would prefer gluten-free 
bread, and if you prefer white grape juice instead of wine. 
 
WAYS TO GIVE: We are thankful for the financial support we receive to carry out 
God's mission and ministry in the life of our congregation and the wider church. If 
you are able and would like to contribute, we welcome and encourage you to do 
so by using any of the following ways to give: 
1. Go to www.feastofvictory.org/give, or visit our website and click the "Give" 
button to set up a one-time or recurring gift either by credit or debit card or by 
electronic transfer from your checking account. 
2. Mail a check to Feast of Victory Lutheran Church.  
3. Place your offering in the round plates distributed by our ushers.  
We give thanks to God for your gifts that support the ministry we share. 
 
  

http://www.feastofvictory.org/give


FELLOWSHIP AFTER OUR WORSHIP SERVICE: Special time has been set 
aside each Sunday following worship for refreshments and conversation. We 
welcome and encourage you to stay and connect in faith community. 
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE: We have a nursery available for parents and small 
children. It is located in the last room on the right of the main hallway. 
 
STAY CONNECTED on Facebook @FeastOfVictoryELCA and check out what’s 
happening, ways to get involved, and watch recordings of worship on our 
website: www.feastofvictory.org. You may also pick up a copy of our Church 
Newsletter, “Feast Your Eyes” at the welcome table. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: During the school year Sunday School for children takes 
place during worship after the Children’s message. Teachers will lead children to 
our fellowship hall for a lesson and activity, then return to the sanctuary for 
Communion. Please be mindful that children age 3 and under, or those not yet 
toilet trained, will need to be accompanied by a parent or guardian.  
 
MULTI-SENSORY WORSHIP: Thanks to our congregation’s support and the 
effort of our Building an Inclusive Church (BIC) Taskforce, we have a Sensory 
Bin available at the Welcome Table located on your way into the Sanctuary. 
People of every age and ability are welcome to use anything from our Sensory 
Bin that helps you feel comfortable, focused, and connected during worship. 
Please return items to the Sensory Bin before you leave so they may be cleaned 
and ready for the next person. If you have ideas for cultivating inclusivity, through 
sensory-friendly worship or other means, please call the church office and 
connect with our Pastor. We're glad you are here! 
 
HEARING ASSIST:  If using a hearing assistance device would make worship 
more accessible for you, please visit our AV room located just outside the 
sanctuary and we will gladly help you get connected.  

 

http://www.feastofvictory.org/


Presiding/Preaching Minister: Pastor Haley Vay Beaman 
Assisting Minister: Christy Pawloski 
Acolyte:  
Musician: Margaret VanDenBerge 
Reader: Ron Mishler 
Greeter: Doug Satow 
Usher: Matt Pawloski 
Communion: Shelley Mishler 
AV Operator: Melissa Bullard 
Coffee Host: Caylyn Moglia & Rena Rudkin 
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