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Sunday, September 13, 2026  
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Holy Communion 
 
PRESIDING/PREACHING MINISTER, PASTOR HALEY VAY BEAMAN 
ASSISTING MINISTER, BRUCE HANEY 
MUSICIAN, CLIFF KELTO & CHRISTY PAWLOSKI 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

TEMPLE TALK- Dale Claudepierre 

PRELUDE  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 



Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 
  



GATHERING HYMN:  
ALL ARE WELCOME, ELW 641, VERSES 1,2,3 

 
 
 
 

  



GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
 
  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore 
you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 

 
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph 
still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we 
did to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 
instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your 
brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive 
the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they 
spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We 
are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in 
the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it 
for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So 
have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he 
reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 103:1-13 

 
The psalm is read responsively. The congregation reads the verses in bold print.  
 
1 Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 
 2 Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 
  and forget not | all God’s benefits— 
 

3 who forgives | all your sins 
  and heals all | your diseases; 
 4 who redeems your life | from the grave 



  and crowns you with steadfast | love and 
mercy;  
 
5 who satisfies your desires | with good things 
  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 
 6 O LORD, you provide | vindication 
  and justice for all who | are oppressed. 
 
7 You made known your | ways to Moses 
  and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel.  
8 LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast 
love;  
 
9 you will not al- | ways accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 
 10 You have not dealt with us according | to our 
sins, 
  nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 
 
11 For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for | those who 
fear you. 
 12 As far as the east is | from the west, 
  so far have you removed our 
transgres- | sions from us. 
 
13 As a father has compassion | for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, 
O LORD.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 
 
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 
vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed 
them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their 
own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 



make them stand. 
  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to 
be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the 
day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give 
thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to 
God. 
  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, 
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, 
so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 
God. 11 For it is written, 
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – BLESSINGS OF THE BAGS 
 
NOISY OFFERING  
 
The Noisy Offering supports the Community Needs Fund and we collect Pennies 
from Heaven for ELCA World Hunger; these are collected in bread pans often by 
our children serving in worship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
 

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 
 
The gospel for The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost is from the gospel 
according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, 
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not 
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 
  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one 
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not 
pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all 
his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of 
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But 
that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed 
him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you 



owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison 
until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have 
had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord 
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – Pastor Haley Vay Beaman 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 
FORGIVE OUR SINS AS WE FORGIVE, ELW 605 

 
 

  



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
After each petition, the congregation responds by saying "Receive our 
prayer." 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
Weekly giving may be placed in the round collection plate that is distributed by 
our ushers. Thank you for your faithful giving that supports the ministry we share. 
 
OFFERING MUSIC 
 
  



OFFERTORY: 
ACCEPT, O LORD, THE GIFTS WE BRING, ELW 691 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
  



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and  praise.  

PREFACE 

SANCTUS: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 
  



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
There is a place for you at the table where we receive Christ’s Real Presence. 
Please follow the directions of ushers and pastor for coming to the altar. If 
coming forward is a challenge, please let an usher know so that we can meet you 
where you are with Communion. If you wish to receive a blessing in place of 
bread, please cross your arms over your chest so the pastor will know. Gluten-
free wafers are available, and you may indicate your preference to the pastor 
when you come forward. Red wine and white grape juice are in the individual 
cups. As you return to your seat, you will find a small basket on the table in which 
to place your empty cup. 
 
  



LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
 



COMMUNION HYMN: 
LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, ELW 471 

 
 
  



POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE: 
 

NOW, LORD, ELW 200 
 
 

  



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 

 
May the Lord bless and keep you. 
May God's face shine upon you, 
and be gracious, 
and give you peace. + 
Amen. 
 
  



SENDING HYMN: 
LET US TALENTS AND TONGUES EMPLOY, ELW 674 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 



WELCOME TO FEAST OF VICTORY: If you are a guest, we invite you to please 
sign your name and some form of contact info in our Guest Book, located on the 
wall desk near the office door entrance, and join us for our fellowship time after 
our worship service so that we can get to know one another. We are glad that 
you are worshiping with us today either in person or on Zoom. If you would like to 
speak with our Pastor, schedule a home visit, unite with our congregation, or 
receive Holy Communion, please contact Pastor Haley Vay in our church office 
(231-938-1070). 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS AND WELCOME CARDS: As Jesus welcomes us and 
prays for us, so we also welcome and pray for one another. There are Prayer 
Request and Welcome Cards located on the table to the left as you enter the 
front doors of the building. If you have a prayer request, please fill out a card and 
give it to the Assisting Minister or Pastor if you would like your prayer read aloud 
in worship, or to Pastor if your request is confidential. If you are 
visiting...welcome! Please consider filling out a Welcome Card and place it in the 
offering plate or give it to our Pastor, so that we may stay connected.  
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated each Sunday. We 
believe that Jesus is really present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. It 
is Jesus who serves us, bringing us forgiveness of sins, faith and new life, and 
hope for eternal life. All are welcome to receive the gift of faith and forgiveness 
that Jesus offers. Please let the Pastor know if you would prefer gluten-free 
bread, and if you prefer white grape juice instead of wine. 
 
WAYS TO GIVE: We are thankful for the financial support we receive to carry out 
God's mission and ministry in the life of our congregation and the wider church. If 
you are able and would like to contribute, we welcome and encourage you to do 
so by using any of the following ways to give: 
1. Go to www.feastofvictory.org/give, or visit our website and click the "Give" 
button to set up a one-time or recurring gift either by credit or debit card or by 
electronic transfer from your checking account. 
2. Mail a check to Feast of Victory Lutheran Church.  
3. Place your offering in the round plates distributed by our ushers.  
We give thanks to God for your gifts that support the ministry we share. 
 
  

http://www.feastofvictory.org/give


FELLOWSHIP AFTER OUR WORSHIP SERVICE: Special time has been set 
aside each Sunday following worship for refreshments and conversation. We 
welcome and encourage you to stay and connect in faith community. 
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE: We have a nursery available for parents and small 
children. It is located in the last room on the right of the main hallway. 
 
STAY CONNECTED on Facebook @FeastOfVictoryELCA and check out what’s 
happening, ways to get involved, and watch recordings of worship on our 
website: www.feastofvictory.org. You may also pick up a copy of our Church 
Newsletter, “Feast Your Eyes” at the welcome table. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: During the school year Sunday School for children takes 
place during worship after the Children’s message. Teachers will lead children to 
our fellowship hall for a lesson and activity, then return to the sanctuary for 
Communion. Please be mindful that children age 3 and under, or those not yet 
toilet trained, will need to be accompanied by a parent or guardian.  
 
MULTI-SENSORY WORSHIP: Thanks to our congregation’s support and the 
effort of our Building an Inclusive Church (BIC) Taskforce, we have a Sensory 
Bin available at the Welcome Table located on your way into the Sanctuary. 
People of every age and ability are welcome to use anything from our Sensory 
Bin that helps you feel comfortable, focused, and connected during worship. 
Please return items to the Sensory Bin before you leave so they may be cleaned 
and ready for the next person. If you have ideas for cultivating inclusivity, through 
sensory-friendly worship or other means, please call the church office and 
connect with our Pastor. We're glad you are here! 
 
HEARING ASSIST:  If using a hearing assistance device would make worship 
more accessible for you, please visit our AV room located just outside the 
sanctuary and we will gladly help you get connected.  

 

http://www.feastofvictory.org/


Presiding/Preaching Minister: Pastor Haley Vay Beaman 
Assisting Minister: Bruce Haney 
Acolyte:  
Musician: Cliff Kelto & Christy Pawloski 
Reader: Gina Kurylo 
Greeters: Jean Friday & Tom Hurshman 
Ushers: Jean Friday & Tom Hurshman 
Communion: Nancy Bordine 
AV Operator: Doug Satow 
Coffee Host: Bruce & Alison Haney 
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