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Sunday, August 23, 2026
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Holy Communion

PREACHING/PRESIDING MINISTER, PASTOR RUTH OVERDIER
ASSISTING MINISTER, RENA RUDKIN
MUSICIAN, CLIFF KELTO

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.”



In the name of God,

Creator, = Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

May you rest in God’s love.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN:
WHEN MORNING GILDS THE SKIES, ELW 853, VERSES 1,2,4,5
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I When morn-ing gilds the skies, my heart a - wak -ing cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’'n is  known
4 Let all of hu - man - kind in  this their con-cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows  fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee -ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all the ecarth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion oer,
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this rings my cur - few call: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be praised!”
the e-ter - nal psalm is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus  Christ be praised!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock
of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son,
that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6

1Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,

you who seek the Lord.

Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.

2 Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,

for he was but one when | called him,
but | blessed him and made him many.

3 For the Lord will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places

and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord;

joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

4 Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
5| will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,



and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 138

The psalm is sung responsively. The congregation sings the verses in bold print.
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1 will give thanks to you, O Lord, with | my whole heart;
before the gods | will | sing your praise.
2] will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because
of your steadfast | love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.

3When | called, you | answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O Lord,
when they have heard the words ! of your mouth.

5They will sing of the ways ! of the Lord,
that great is the glory ! of the Lord.
6The Lord is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.

"Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand
shall save me.
8You will make good your pur- ! pose for me;
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the
works | of your hands.



Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8

1 appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is
your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be
transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will
of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

3 For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment,
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one
body we have many members and not all the members have the same
function, ®so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given
to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ” ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; 8the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader,
in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - Mike Nickels
NOISY OFFERING
The Noisy Offering supports the Community Needs Fund and we collect Pennies

from Heaven for ELCA World Hunger; these are collected in bread pans often by
our children serving in worship.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20

The gospel for The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost is from the gospel
according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

3 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” ' And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” > He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” ' Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 7 And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. '8 And | tell you, you are Peter,
and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it. '°| will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.” 2° Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that
he was the Messiah.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON - Pastor Ruth Overdier



HYMN OF THE DAY:
BUILT ON A ROCK, ELW 652, VERSES 1,3,5
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1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, e - ven when stee-ples are
2 Sure - ly, in tem - ples made with hands God the Most High is not
3 Christ builds a house of liv - ing stones: we are his own hab -1 -
4 Yet in  this house, an earth - ly frame, Je-sus the chil-dren is
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fall - ing; crum-bled have spires in ev - ry land, bells still are
dwell - ing high in the heav’'ns his tem - ple stands, all earth-ly
ta - tion; he fills our hearts, his hum - ble thrones, grant-ing us
bless - ing; hith - er we come to praise his name, faith in our
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chim-ing and call - ing— call -ing the young and old to rest, call-ing the
tem-ples ex - cel - ling. Yet God who dwellsin heav’'n a - bove deigns to a -
life and sal - va - tion. Where two or three will seek his face, he in their
Sav -ior con-fess - ing. Je -sus to us his Spir - it sent, mak-ing with
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5 Through all the passing years, O Lord,
grant that, when church bells are ringing,
many may come to hear your Word,
who here this promise is bringing:

“I know my own, my own know me;
you, not the world, my face shall see;
my peace I leave with you. Amen.”
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APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

After each petition, the congregation responds by saying "Receive our
prayer."

SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

THE OFFERING

Weekly giving may be placed in the round collection plate that is distributed by
our ushers. Thank you for your faithful giving that supports the ministry we share.

OFFERING MUSIC



OFFERTORY:
LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL, ELW 184
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

SANCTUS: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

DISTRIBUTION

There is a place for you at the table where we receive Christ’s Real Presence.
Please follow the directions of ushers and pastor for coming to the altar. If
coming forward is a challenge, please let an usher know so that we can meet you
where you are with Communion. If you wish to receive a blessing in place of
bread, please cross your arms over your chest so the pastor will know. Gluten-
free wafers are available, and you may indicate your preference to the pastor
when you come forward. Red wine and white grape juice are in the individual
cups. As you return to your seat, you will find a small basket on the table in which
to place your empty cup.



LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.



COMMUNION HYMN:

MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS, ELW 597
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1 My hope is  built on noth - ing less than

2 When dark - ness veils his love - ly face, 1

3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus -

4 When he shall come with trum - pet sound, oh,
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Je - sus” blood and righ - teous -ness; no mer - it of my
rest on his un - chang-ing grace; in ev - 'ty high and
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may [ then in him be found, clothed in his righ - teous -
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own I claim, but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
storm - y gale my an - chor holds with - in the  veil.
washed a - way, he then is all my hope and stay.
ness a - lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE:

THANKFUL HEARTS AND VOICES RAISE, ELW 207
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ev - ty-one who seeks theLord re - joice and bear the name of Christ.
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shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN:
THE CHURCH'S ONE FOUNDATION, ELW 654
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1 The church’s one foun - da - tion is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op - pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her <char-ter of sal - va - tion onec Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms..rent a - sund -er, by her - ¢ - sies dis-tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys - tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is won.
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From heav’'n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly  food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
tll  with the vi-sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



WELCOME TO FEAST OF VICTORY: If you are a guest, we invite you to please
sign your name and some form of contact info in our Guest Book, located on the
wall desk near the office door entrance, and join us for our fellowship time after
our worship service so that we can get to know one another. We are glad that
you are worshiping with us today either in person or on Zoom. If you would like to
speak with our Pastor, schedule a home visit, unite with our congregation, or
receive Holy Communion, please contact Pastor Haley Vay in our church office
(231-938-1070).

PRAYER REQUESTS AND WELCOME CARDS: As Jesus welcomes us and
prays for us, so we also welcome and pray for one another. There are Prayer
Request and Welcome Cards located on the table to the left as you enter the
front doors of the building. If you have a prayer request, please fill out a card and
give it to the Assisting Minister or Pastor if you would like your prayer read aloud
in worship, or to Pastor if your request is confidential. If you are
visiting...welcome! Please consider filling out a Welcome Card and place it in the
offering plate or give it to our Pastor, so that we may stay connected.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated each Sunday. We
believe that Jesus is really present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. It
is Jesus who serves us, bringing us forgiveness of sins, faith and new life, and
hope for eternal life. All are welcome to receive the gift of faith and forgiveness
that Jesus offers. Please let the Pastor know if you would prefer gluten-free
bread, and if you prefer white grape juice instead of wine.

WAYS TO GIVE: We are thankful for the financial support we receive to carry out
God's mission and ministry in the life of our congregation and the wider church. If
you are able and would like to contribute, we welcome and encourage you to do
so by using any of the following ways to give:

1. Go to www.feastofvictory.org/give, or visit our website and click the "Give"
button to set up a one-time or recurring gift either by credit or debit card or by
electronic transfer from your checking account.

2. Mail a check to Feast of Victory Lutheran Church.

3. Place your offering in the round plates distributed by our ushers.

We give thanks to God for your gifts that support the ministry we share.



http://www.feastofvictory.org/give

FELLOWSHIP AFTER OUR WORSHIP SERVICE: Special time has been set
aside each Sunday following worship for refreshments and conversation. We
welcome and encourage you to stay and connect in faith community.

NURSERY AVAILABLE: We have a nursery available for parents and small
children. It is located in the last room on the right of the main hallway.

STAY CONNECTED on Facebook @FeastOfVictoryELCA and check out what's
happening, ways to get involved, and watch recordings of worship on our
website: www.feastofvictory.org. You may also pick up a copy of our Church
Newsletter, “Feast Your Eyes” at the welcome table.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: During the school year Sunday School for children takes
place during worship after the Children’s message. Teachers will lead children to
our fellowship hall for a lesson and activity, then return to the sanctuary for
Communion. Please be mindful that children age 3 and under, or those not yet
toilet trained, will need to be accompanied by a parent or guardian.

MULTI-SENSORY WORSHIP: Thanks to our congregation’s support and the
effort of our Building an Inclusive Church (BIC) Taskforce, we have a Sensory
Bin available at the Welcome Table located on your way into the Sanctuary.
People of every age and ability are welcome to use anything from our Sensory
Bin that helps you feel comfortable, focused, and connected during worship.
Please return items to the Sensory Bin before you leave so they may be cleaned
and ready for the next person. If you have ideas for cultivating inclusivity, through
sensory-friendly worship or other means, please call the church office and
connect with our Pastor. We're glad you are here!

HEARING ASSIST: If using a hearing assistance device would make worship

more accessible for you, please visit our AV room located just outside the
sanctuary and we will gladly help you get connected.
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Presiding/Preaching Minister: Pastor Ruth Overdier
Assisting Minister: Rena Rudkin

Acolyte: Rena Rudkin

Musician: Cliff Kelto

Reader: Doug Satow

Greeter: Tom Hurshman

Usher: David Rudkin

Communion: Doug Satow

AV Operator: Caylyn Moglia

Coffee Host: Pam Mitchell
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All rights reserved.
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